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By email to: letters@thetimes.co.uk 

Thursday 17 December 2009

RE: “Abuse of Process”

FOR PUBLICATION

Sir, as international lawyers we find that your commentary, ‘Abuse of Process’, misses the point.

Universal Juristiction is not a "loophole", but a necessary part of a legal system which allows for the arrest, under the Geneva Conventions Act 1957, of all suspected war criminals and torturers, regardless of nationality. Perpetrators who hold political power will be unlikely to be adequately held to account in their own country, regardless of the strength of their legal system. Therefore, where there is evidence of such serious crimes, these should be adjudicated in any court which will afford an open and fair trial.

Far from being part of "a politicised campaign to harass the statesmen of a democracy", Universal Jurisdiction allows those accused of the most heinous crimes to be tried when they would not otherwise. The nationality of suspects and any connection to members of the British government should be irrelevant. What is of relevance is whether there are questions to be answered about breaches of the Geneva Conventions. Restricting the present system for narrow interests will endanger human rights everywhere.

Your article states that Israel's Gaza "campaign was not a crime against humanity", despite the the Goldstone report's indications that crimes against humanity and war crimes may well have been committed. Indeed, Ms.Livni told Israel Channel 10 News that ‘Israel demonstrated real hooliganism during the course of the recent operation, which I demanded’. The findings of the Goldstone report and MS. Livni's public comments require further investigation in the interests of transparency and justice. This has not happened in Israel, and without the principle of Universal Jurisdiction it might not happen at all. To change the law now would be a travesty.


Yours faithfully,


Daniel Machover, Chair, Lawyers for Palestinian Human Rights
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